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INCOIS flags rising marine heatwaves in
Arabian Sea, warns of ecological impact

Approximately 22% of the region is under a “Watch” category, 9% under “Alert”, and 5% under

“Warning’, with sea surface temperatures exceeding the 90th percentile of climatological norms

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Indian National
Centre for Ocean
Information Services
(INCOIS) has reported that
the Arabian Sea is
experiencing significant
thermal stress, raising
concerns over coral reef
health and deep-sea
fisheries, on Thursday.

According to an official
release, approximately
22% of the region is under
a “Watch” category, 9%
under “Alert”, and 5%
under “Warning”, with sea
surface temperatures
exceeding the 90th
percentile of
climatological norms.
INCOIS Director T.M.
Balakrishnan Nair said
rising temperatures are a
cause for concern for
marine ecosystems.

The most impacted
areas include the
Andaman and Nicobar

Elevated temperatures could disrupt plankton productivity and
threaten marine biodiversity in the Arabian Sea.FILE PHOTO

eastern coast, where
elevated temperatures
could disrupt plankton
productivity and threaten
marine biodiversity. As
per INCOIS’s Marine
Heatwave Advisory
Services (MAHAS) report,
the warming trend is also
spreading along India’s

towards Oman.
Persistent marine
heatwave conditions
continue in the southern
and western Indian
Ocean, affecting coastal
waters off South Africa,
Mauritius, and Western
Australia. These
conditions could alter

patterns and reduce
open-ocean productivity.
The advisory serves as an
early warning for coastal
communities, fisheries,
and industries dependent
on the blue economy,
highlighting the need for
preparedness and
adaptive response.

A Marine Heatwave
(MHW) is a parameter
used to understand the
persistence of excessive
heat in the marine
environment. It is caused
by a combination of
atmospheric and
oceanographic processes
that strongly influence
marine ecosystem
structure and function. In
recent years, frequent
MHW events have been
associated with the
degradation of marine
habitats and the
occurrence of
high-intensity cyclones,
leading to significant
socioeconomic losses,



