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A basin-wide research program co-sponsored by |OC-UNESCO, SCOR and I0OGOOS) May, 2025

To advance our understanding of interactions between geologic, oceanic and atmospheric processes that give rise to
the complex physical dynamics of the Indian Ocean region, and to determine how those dynamics affect climate,
extreme events, marine biogeochemical cycles, ecosystems and human populations.

Celebrating the 100" Issue of the IIOE-2 Online Newsletter

The International Indian Ocean Expedition 2 (IIOE-2) proudly presents its 100 monthly online issue, a significant
milestone celebrating the sustained collaboration, communication, and scientific achievements of IIOE-2 ever since the
release of the first Newsletter on the 28" February 2017.

Launched as a key outreach tool under the IIOE-2 framework, the newsletter has grown into a central platform for
sharing updates, research highlights, and news from the Indian Ocean science community. It has helped foster
international collaboration among researchers, institutions, and stakeholders across the IIOE-2 participating nations,
supporting the goals of enhancing ocean knowledge and promoting sustainable development.

With contributions ranging from cruise reports to capacity-building initiatives, each issue has played a role in
showcasing the evolving understanding of the Indian Ocean's complex systems and its critical role in global climate and
ecosystem
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Here's to the next 100 issues -
advancing science, collaboration, and
stewardship of one of the world's most
vital ocean basins.
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IOGOOS Workshob and integrated annual meetings during May 5-9, 2025
at Port Louis, Mauritius

The workshop and the integrated annual meetings of the Indian Ocean Global Ocean Observing System (IOGOQOS) and
its allied programs such as the Second International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-2), Sustained Indian Ocean Bio-
geochemical and Ecological Research (SIBER), IndOOS Resource Forum (IRF) and Indian Ocean Regional Panel (IORP),
along with the Korea-US Indian Ocean Science (KUDOS) and Early Carrer Scientist Network (ECSN) workshop were
held during May 5-9, 2025 at Labourdonnais Waterfront Hotel, Port Louis, Mauritius.

These integrated meetings aim to bring together the scientific communities involved in the Indian Ocean research
to review the status, and the progress and scientific knowledge gained due to the concerted efforts of these regional
forums.

The workshop and the integrated meetings were hosted by “Department for Continental Shelf, Maritime Zones
Administration & Exploration of Prime Minister's Office, Republic of Mauritius”. The Scientific Steering Committee of
each forum reviewed the progress and scientific knowledge gained and discussed the action plans in near future. A total of
75 delegates from 12 countries participated in the workshop and the integrated meetings. The [IOE-2 Steering
Committee also discussed the structure and scientific themes of the upcoming International Indian Ocean Science
Conference — 2025 (IIOSC-2025) to be hosted by the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS), Hyderabad, India during O1 — O5 December 2025. The weeklong event was a successful gathering of
complementary alliances covering equally complementary topics and fostering the strengthening of existing and building
of new scientific relationships across individuals and institutions. One of the highlights of the Conference was a Session led
and moderated exclusively by early-career scientists. Besides an overview and update of the activities of the Early Career
Scientists Network, this Session also included a series of interesting "flash talks" by the youngsters. There was the added
merit of bringing an international ocean science community into touch with leading scientists and practitioners from the
Indian Ocean Region.

Participants of the IOGOOS Workshop and integrated annual meetings

The representatives of various national committees of IIOE-2 presented the progress and upcoming research
activities in the Indian Ocean. The [IOE-2 Steering Committee also endorsed two new projects “ Advancing Predictions of
Marine Heatwaves” led by Nicole Jones, UWA, Crawley, Australia and “R/V Hakuho-Maru Eastern Indian Ocean Cruise
2024 (KH-24-3)” led by Yukio Masumoto, Dept. of Earth and Planetary Science, Graduate School of Science, The
University of Tokyo, Japan. The conference concluded with by the Scientific Workshop of the Korea-US Indian Ocean
Scientific Research Program (KUDOS).

Mauritius-India collaboration: WAMAN Wave Rider Buoy deployed for advanced ocean monitoring

As part of a joint initiative to strengthen marine resource management and maritime safety in Mauritius, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO), through the Department for Continental Shelf, Maritime Zones Administration and Exploration
partnered with the High Commission of India and the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS)
for the deployment of the WAMAN Wave Rider Buoy.
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aterfront in Port Louis, in the presence of the Senior

Chief Executive of the Mmlstry of Agro-Industry, Food Security, Blue Economy and Fisheries, Dr Dhanandjay Kawol; the
High Commissioner of India to Mauritius, Mr Anurag Srivastava; the Director of INCOIS, Dr Balakrishnan Nair; and the
Director General of the Department for Continental Shelf, Maritime Zones Administration and Exploration at the PMO,
Dr Rezah Badal.

Speaking on behalf of the Minister of Agro-Industry, Food Security, Blue Economy and Fisheries, Dr Kawol highlighted
the strong and enduring partnership between Mauritius and India, grounded in mutual trust, respect, and a shared
commitment to the sustainable management of ocean spaces. He stated that the deployment of the WAMAN Wave Rider
Buoy in Port Louis Harbour goes beyond its technological function, serving as a floating symbol of the two nations' shared
aspiration to build a more informed, secure, and resilient ocean region.

Dr Kawol emphasised that, as an island nation, Mauritius is acutely aware of the ocean's central role in livelihoods,
climate regulation, food security, and socio-economic development. He noted that the Buoy will enhance real-time
monitoring of wave conditions, support maritime safety and port efficiency, and strengthen the management of coastal
resources. It will also improve early warning and response mechanisms to extreme weather and ocean hazards,
contributing to the country's vision of a safer, smarter, and more sustainable ocean future.

For his part, Mr. Anurag Srivastava, the Indian High Commissioner said that the Buoy provided by the
Government of India as a gesture of bilateral cooperation and commitment to advancing ocean science for Mauritius and
other coastal nations. He further highlighted the various collaborative projects between the two countries in the maritime
domain, reaffirming India's unwavering support in safeguarding Mauritius' vast Exclusive Economic Zone, which spans
approximately 2.4 million square kilometres.

Mr Srivastava underscored the significance of the Buoy, stating that it would play a vital role in enhancing the
country's disaster preparedness and response mechanisms. The Buoy will bolster climate resilience and help mitigate
vulnerabilities related to extreme weather events, rising sea levels, tropical cyclones, coastal erosion, and storm surges,
among other related challenges.

Both Dr. Balakrishnan Nair, and Dr. Rezah Badal highlighted the Buoy's pivotal role in providing critical data to
support early warning systems for natural hazards such as cyclones, storm surges, and tsunamis. They underlined the
Buoy's ability to collect and transmit real-time, high-frequency oceanographic data such as wave height, direction, sea
surface temperature, and ocean currents as vital for accurate forecasting, informed coastal planning, and the safe
execution of marine operations.

[Report Courtesy: IIOE-2 Project Office; E-mail: iioe-2@incois.gov.in]
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